Ways to make change.
Direct service 

Directly meeting the material or spiritual needs of people whose needs are not being met

Examples: providing food, shelter, counseling, tutoring, etc.

Philanthropy 

Giving money to support those whose needs are not being met.

Note: Philanthropy can be used to support any of the types of change listed on this sheet.

Advocacy

Persuading decision makers to make certain policies and to take positions that reflect one’s own values or interests. Once can advocate on behalf of one’s own interests or con behalf of the interests of others.

Examples: Writing letters, making phone calls to elected officials, or lobbying.

Community Development

Investing in strengthening the resources of a community; meeting the long-term needs of a community

Examples: Building housing; making small loans for economic development.

Community Organizing

Bringing members of a community together to secure the changes that will improve the quality of life in their neighborhood.

Examples: Residents of a neighborhood go en masse to the state capitol to demand that the state government invest more money in housing in their area; A group of bike riders stop traffic in order to call attention to the need for alternative transportation in a city.
 

