
VISTA Assignment Description (VAD)
 

Title: Outreach and Graduate Success Coordinator

Sponsoring Organization: Oregon Campus Compact
Project Name: Campus Compact of Oregon VISTA Operational Grant
Project Number: 13VSPOR002
Project Period: 08/21/2016 - 08/19/2017

Site Name (if applicable): Friends of the Children

Focus Area(s)
   Primary: Education
   Secondary: Capacity Building

VISTA Assignment Objectives and Member Activities

Goal of the Project: Due to increased requests in the East Portland area, Friends of the
Children has relocated to respond to the effects of gentrification on Portland's low-
income communities. The goal of the VISTA project is to support increased self-
sufficiency for Friend's Program Graduates by reaching out to communities in East
Portland, and provide resources and support to Friends youth, during the transition out of
the Friends program. Based on the work of our year 2 VISTA, the project builds capacity
to reach beyond high school graduation to assure that graduates make a successful
transition to a post-secondary or work environment that will help lead to breaking the
cycle of generational poverty.

Objective of the Assignment (Period of Performance: August 2017 - August 2018)

Create and communicate a plan for engaging program graduates in an effort to improve post-secondary

training and career outcomes leading to long-term self-sufficiency.

Member Activity: Research other program transition models to identify best practices. Adapt

program model to the specific needs of Friends of the Children supported youth and communities.

Including solidifying partnership with POIC, a career readiness program that works young adults ages

18-24.

Member Activity: Build Alumni Advisory Board to get input about what supports would be most useful

for youth transitioning out of the Friend's program.

Member Activity: Write-up and share plan to improve graduate post-secondary transition and career

success. Culminating in a presentation to Friends staff, and includes recommendations for

institutionalizing targeted and culturally responsive transitional programming.



Objective of the Assignment (Period of Performance: August 2017 - August 2018)

Build strategic partnerships and resources that will support graduates as they transition from high school.

The VISTA will collaborate with Friends mentors, Post-Secondary Access Coordinator, and the

organizations culturally specific affinity groups, such as African American (A3G), and the organizations bi-

lingual coordinator. The VISTA will also sit on the organizations equity team to ensure that equity lens is

applied to programming and partnerships.

Member Activity: Identify existing programs providing post-secondary and career support and meet

to establish feasibility of future partnerships.

Member Activity: Identify and create resources that will assist graduates as they transition from high

school to a post-secondary or work environment. Resources will include, a program guide, college

survival and success manual, and finalizing Friends alumni access to support resources via web-

based interface.

Member Activity: Create structure to collect and share information on programs and resources

identified.


