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EQUITY LENS

“…Equity requires the intentional examination of systemic policies and practices 

that, even if they have the appearance of fairness, may in effect serve to 

marginalize some and perpetuate disparities.  Data are clear that Oregon 

demographics are changing to provide rich diversity in race, ethnicity, and 

language. Working toward equity requires an understanding of historical contexts 

and the active investment in changing social structures and changing practice over 

time to ensure that all communities can reach the goal and the vision of 40/40/20.” 

-Excerpt, Case for Equity, Equity Lens

Clackamas CC

In 2014, the HECC adopted the Equity 
Lens  initially developed by the 
(former) Oregon Education Investment 
Board, as a cornerstone to the State’s 
approach to policy and budgeting. 
The HECC 2016-20 Strategic Plan is 
anchored by this commitment.
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OREGON EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT BY 
RACE/ETHNICITY, AGE 25 AND OLDER

Bachelor’s or advanced degree

Associate degree, certificate, some college (no degree)

High school diploma or equivalent

Less than high school diploma

Source: American Community Survey data, 5-year estimates.
Notes: Oregon’s 40-40-20 goal excludes those with some college and no degree from the middle 40, but data limitations prevent identifying this 
group separately.
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UNIVERSITY ENROLLMENT BY RACE/ETHNICITY 
(HEADCOUNT)

51,126
60,868

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Number of resident students who are white

3134

4741

791 1368

1892

7442

717
226 260

1356

4048

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Number of resident students in different racial/ethnic groups

Asian American count Black or African American count

Hispanic/Latinx count Native American/Alaska Native count

Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander count Two or more races count

Source: HECC analysis of Oregon public university student records. 
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UNIVERSITY ENROLLMENT BY RACE/ETHNICITY 
(HEADCOUNT)

74%
59%

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Percent of resident students who are white

5% 6%

1% 2%

3%

10%

0% 0%

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Percent of resident students in different racial/ethnic groups

Asian American Black or African American

Hispanic/Latinx Native American/Alaska Native

Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander

Source: HECC analysis of Oregon public university student records. 
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COMMUNITY COLLEGE ENROLLMENT BY 
RACE/ETHNICITY (HEADCOUNT)

211,958

154,694

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Number of resident students who are white

11,489 10,503

5,990 5,876

27,529
35,752

5,021 3,176
772 1,183

2,367

9,262

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Number of resident students in different racial/ethnic groups

Asian American count Black or African American count

Hispanic/Latinx count Native American/Alaska Native count

Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander count Two or more races count

Source: HECC analysis of Oregon community college student records. 
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COMMUNITY COLLEGE ENROLLMENT BY 
RACE/ETHNICITY (HEADCOUNT)

60%

55%

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Percent of resident students who are white

3% 4%

2% 2%

8%

13%

0% 0%
1%

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Percent of resident students in different racial/ethnic groups

Asian American Black or African American

Hispanic/Latinx Native American/Alaska Native

Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander Two or more races

Source: HECC analysis of Oregon community college student records. 
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UNIVERSITY DEGREES BY RACE/ETHNICITY

14,183

15,710

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Number of degrees awarded to students who are white

902 

1,373 

305 428 
607 

2,032 

212 
261 

108 115 

1,208 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Number of degrees awarded to students in racial/ethnic groups

Asian American count Black or African American count

Hispanic/Latinx count Native American/Alaska Native count

Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander count Two or more races count

Source: HECC analysis of Oregon public university student records. Includes all degrees to Oregon residents, regardless of type 

of degree.
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UNIVERSITY DEGREES BY RACE/ETHNICITY

76%

65%

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Percent of degrees awarded to students who are white

5% 6%

2% 2%

3%

8%

1% 1%
1% 0%

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Percent of degrees awarded to students in racial/ethnic groups

Asian American Black or African American

Hispanic/Latinx Native American/Alaska Native

Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander

Source: HECC analysis of Oregon public university student records. Includes all degrees to Oregon residents, regardless of type 

of degree.



10

COMMUNITY COLLEGE ASSOCIATE DEGREES 
BY RACE/ETHNICITY

5,112
7,792

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Number of degrees awarded to students who are white
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Number of degrees awarded to students in racial/ethnic groups

Asian American count Black or African American count

Hispanic/Latinx count Native American/Alaska Native count

Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander count Two or more races count

Source: HECC analysis of Oregon community college student records. 
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COMMUNITY COLLEGE ASSOCIATE DEGREES 
BY RACE/ETHNICITY

77%

66%

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Percent of degrees awarded to students who are white

4% 4%

2%

5%

12%

1% 1%

3% 3%

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Percent of degrees awarded to students in racial/ethnic groups

Asian American Black or African American

Hispanic/Latinx Native American/Alaska Native

Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander Two or more races

Source: HECC analysis of Oregon community college student records. 
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PUBLIC UNIVERSITY GRADUATION RATE 

Percentage of first-time, full-time freshmen at public universities who complete a 
bachelor’s degree within 6 years

Source: HECC analysis of Oregon public university student records. Includes only first-time, full-time freshmen university students.

Notes: Currently there is no historical data for the Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander category. Prior to the 2010 cohort, the 

Asian American group included Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander categories.
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COMMUNITY COLLEGE COMPLETION AND 
TRANSFER RATE

Percentage of community college students who complete an associate degree or 
who transfer to a university within three years

46.5%

36.4%

55.5%

43.2%
41.0%

45.1% 46.7%

2015-16

All students Asian American

Black/African American Hispanic/Latinx

Native American/Alaska Native Native Hawaiian/Pacific Isl.

White

Source: IPEDS data for left graph.  HECC analysis of university and community college data for right chart. For the chart on the right, 

this measure uses the cohort defined by the Voluntary Framework of Accountability. It uses student behavior to define “credential-

seeking” as accumulating 18 or more quarter credits within the period. A student is considered to have transferred if there is any 

evidence of enrollment at a 4-year university after the last enrollment in the community college and before the end of the three-

year tracking period.
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STATEWIDE SNAPSHOT: ENROLLMENT
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STATEWIDE SNAPSHOT: AFFORDABILITY
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STATEWIDE SNAPSHOT: OUTCOMES
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EXTRA SLIDES
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OREGON EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT BY 
RACE/ETHNICITY, AGE 25 AND OLDER

32.8%
28.2%

23.4%
17.4% 17.6% 16.9% 17.6%

24.9%
26.2%

28.1%

29.3% 29.3% 30.6% 30.7%

31.8%
34.7% 37.0%

40.8% 40.6% 40.4% 38.8%

10.5% 10.9% 11.5% 12.4% 12.5% 12.2% 12.8%

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

American Indian & Alaska Native

Bachelor’s or advanced degree

Associate degree, certificate, some college (no degree)

High school diploma or equivalent

Less than high school diploma

Source: American Community Survey data, 5-year estimates.
Notes: Oregon’s 40-40-20 goal excludes those with some college and no degree from the middle 40, but data limitations prevent identifying this 
group separately.
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OREGON EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT BY 
RACE/ETHNICITY, AGE 25 AND OLDER

14.1% 13.9% 14.0% 15.0% 14.4% 14.3% 14.5%

16.6% 16.4% 15.9% 15.9% 15.6% 15.2% 14.9%

22.8% 23.3% 23.6% 23.9% 24.5% 23.9% 23.2%

46.5% 46.4% 46.4% 45.2% 45.6% 46.6% 47.5%
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Asian American
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High school diploma or equivalent

Less than high school diploma

17.6% 14.5% 12.2%

38.3%

13.5%
8.7%

30.7%

14.9%
24.1%

24.6%

32.3%

24.1%
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American
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White

Oregonians 25 and older in 2016

Source: American Community Survey data, 5-year estimates.
Notes: Oregon’s 40-40-20 goal excludes those with some college and no degree from the middle 40, but data limitations prevent identifying this 
group separately.
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OREGON EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT BY 
RACE/ETHNICITY, AGE 25 AND OLDER

14.4% 14.1% 14.3% 14.2% 13.9% 12.7% 12.2%

26.1% 25.4% 23.8% 23.7% 22.9% 24.3% 24.1%

37.3% 37.3% 38.2% 38.9% 39.4% 38.1% 38.6%

22.3% 23.2% 23.7% 23.2% 23.8% 24.9% 25.1%

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Black or African American

Bachelor’s or advanced degree

Associate degree, certificate, some college (no degree)

High school diploma or equivalent

Less than high school diploma

17.6% 14.5% 12.2%

38.3%

13.5%
8.7%

30.7%

14.9%
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24.1%
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31.9%

American
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Asian

American

Black or
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American
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Islander

White

Oregonians 25 and older in 2016

Source: American Community Survey data, 5-year estimates.
Notes: Oregon’s 40-40-20 goal excludes those with some college and no degree from the middle 40, but data limitations prevent identifying this 
group separately.
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OREGON EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT BY 
RACE/ETHNICITY, AGE 25 AND OLDER

44.9% 44.1% 42.4% 41.9% 40.7% 38.9% 38.3%
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23.7% 23.4% 24.3% 24.7% 24.6%

20.6% 21.1% 22.3% 22.6% 22.6% 22.9% 23.2%
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Less than high school diploma
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Oregonians 25 and older in 2016

Source: American Community Survey data, 5-year estimates.
Notes: Oregon’s 40-40-20 goal excludes those with some college and no degree from the middle 40, but data limitations prevent identifying this 
group separately.
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OREGON EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT BY 
RACE/ETHNICITY, AGE 25 AND OLDER

14.7% 14.2% 16.7% 14.7% 16.1% 14.7% 13.5%
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Less than high school diploma
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Oregonians 25 and older in 2016

Source: American Community Survey data, 5-year estimates.
Notes: Oregon’s 40-40-20 goal excludes those with some college and no degree from the middle 40, but data limitations prevent identifying this 
group separately.
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OREGON EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT BY 
RACE/ETHNICITY, AGE 25 AND OLDER

9.7% 9.3% 9.1% 8.9% 8.9% 8.7% 8.7%
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Oregonians 25 and older in 2016

Source: American Community Survey data, 5-year estimates.
Notes: Oregon’s 40-40-20 goal excludes those with some college and no degree from the middle 40, but data limitations prevent identifying this 
group separately.
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